
 

Patient Medical History 
 

Meadow is a 7 year old diagnosed with Neurofibromatosis.  She has  
several inoperable tumors and has been fed through a feeding tube since 
she was 18 months old.  Her health insurance company refused to pay for 
a four-week feeding clinic at CHOP which would have taught her how to 
eat without the tube and the community came together to try and help.   

Matthew is a 9 year old with acute lymphoblastic leukemia. After under-
going 2 bone marrow transplants, he returned to the hospital to find out 
he had a walnut-size brain tumor.  The tumor was removed, but grew 
back.  With chemo, it has since shrunk to the size of a pea.  20 percent 
of Matthew’s medical costs have gone uncovered by his health insurance.  

Kaeli is an 8 year old diagnosed with a brain tumor 2 years ago.  She  
underwent resection of the tumor and radiation, received a tracheostomy 
and is dependent on a ventilator 24 hours/day.  Kaeli’s mom is employed an 
hour away from home and takes care of Kaeli by herself. 

Alex & Kevin are twins born at 24 weeks gestation, weighing approx. 800 
grams at birth.  Both children are on ventilators and Nasal Gastric feeds. 
Mom was admitted to hospital for 3 weeks prior to the birth.  She  
developed nerve damage on the right side of her face & is being followed 
by neurology.   Previous to the twins birth, both parents worked full time. 

Faith is a 6 year old with ESRD secondary to recessive polycystic kidney 
disease (ARPKD) with hepatic fibrosis & reactive airway disease (RAD). 
Faith’s father donated a kidney to save his daughter.  Faith receives on-
going care in the GI and Nephrology Divisions.  The family lives an hour 
from CHOP and Faith’s dad loses a day of wages when he brings her to 
clinic appointments.  

Raj is a 14 year old who sustained multiple skull fractures & hemorrhages 
when he fell off a slow moving car.  He has limitations in high-level  
balance, double vision, short term memory and impulsivity.  Raj’s father is 
physically disabled and his mother works 2 jobs to support the family. 
She doesn’t have paid sick days & took time off during his hospitalization. 

Bobby is a 13 year old who was treated for a malignant peripheral nerve 
sheath tumor in Florida.  Bobby was unable to get the lifesaving surgery 
he needed at his home hospital, so they moved to Philadelphia.  He is  
undergoing chemo and will be in a halo for 2 months.  Bobby’s single mom 
takes care of him alone and receives no financial assistance from his dad. 

Natalie is a 5 year old with congenital heart disease.  She had surgery & 
is having post-operative complications and requires acute hospitalization.  
Natalie’s parents have been at her beside nonstop and have 2 other  
children at home.  The prolonged hospital stay was unexpected and travel, 
parking & food expenses have put financial strain on them. 

Family  
Assistance to 

Date 

$2,500.00 
Donation for  
feeding clinic 
fundraiser 
paid 3-7-08 

$1,150.00 
 

Medical Costs 
paid 4-25-08 

$1,000.00 
 

Rent Payment 
paid 9-18-08 
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Family  

Assistance to 
Date 

$2,346.35 
 

Mortgage  
Payment 
paid 9-23-08 

$253.13 
 

Car Insurance  
Payment 
paid 9-25-08 

$950.00 
 

Rent Payment 
paid 9-30-08 

$585.48 
 

Sewer Bill 
Car Payment 
paid 10-6 & 10-27-

$480.40 
 

Gas Bill 
paid 10-9-08 

Duckea is a 7 year old with congenital complete heart block.  She was 
admitted for evaluation & medical management and may require a  
pace-maker.  Duckea’s single mom recently lost her job because of her 
daughter’s medical needs. 

Leighton is a 2 year old with congenital heart disease.  He had post open-
heart surgery complications which kept him in the hospital longer.  His 
family lives in Mississippi and has exhausted all their savings between 
food, travel and housing expenses.  Leighton’s father has taken an unpaid 
leave from work and they have a limited support system. 

Gabriel is a 5 year old with chronic renal failure secondary to congenital 
nephritic syndrome.  He had bilateral nephrectomies performed and  
began dialysis in 2006.  He received a transplant in 2007 and has been 
readmitted 6 times for medical complications.  Gabriel’s dad works the 
night shift so he can help with the care of the children.  Gabriel’s mom 
stopped working to take care of him and his 2 siblings.   

Joshua is a 10 year old with cerebral palsy & development delay.  He  
underwent soft tissue surgery and was admitted for intensive inpatient 
rehabilitation.  His parents work full time but his mother has taken a 
leave of absence from work to be with Joshua & the family is struggling.  

Maria is a 7 year old diagnosed with CNS Lymphoma.  She has undergone 
3 brain biopsies, received 2 courses of radiation & goes to a clinic 3 times 
per month for chemotherapy and immunoglobulin therapy.  Both parents 
were employed full time until her mother lost her job due to Maria’s  
illness.  Surviving on one income has put the family in financial distress.   

Natalee is a 5 month old who was diagnosed with bilateral retinoblastoma 
at 2 months.  She requires chemo via IV and chemo injections into the 
eyes but insurance doesn’t cover the cost.  The injections cost $470 each 
time and the family lives 3 hours from CHOP.  Natalee’s mom recently 
lost her job and the family is financially strapped between medical and 
travel expenses.  

Keonte is a 1 year old with complex congenital heart disease.  He was 
emergently admitted for surgery from Mississippi.  Post-operative com-
plications have left him in critical condition.  Keonte’s mom has been at 
his bedside, while taking an unpaid leave of absence from work. His dad 
was called to Afghanistan.  The cost of food & travel has put an enormous 
financial strain on the family.  

$389.62 
 

Electric Bill 
paid 10-13-08 

$519.67 
 

Electric Bill and 
reconnection fee 
paid 10-14-08 

$1,262.00 
 

Mortgage  
Payment 
paid 10-16-08 

$308.07 
Home Loan Bill 
Gas Bill 
paid 10-27-08 

$243.11 
 

Medical Bill 
paid 10-29-08 

$510.93 
 

Car Payment 
paid 10-30-08 

$263.72 
$281.38 
 

Electric Bill 
Car Insurance  
paid 11-11-08 
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Edward is a 2 year old with Hypoplastic Left Heart Syndrome.  He has 
had 2 open heart surgeries with extended hospital stays due to post-
operative complications.  Edward’s parents care for him and his three 
other siblings.  They have very limited support and his mother’s recent 
unemployment has put a financial strain on the family. 

JaAnna is a 1 year old with Trisomy 21 and AV s/p canal repair &  
complete heart block post-operatively.  J requires acute hospitalization 
and close cardiology visits & may require a pacemaker.  JaAnna’s single 
mom recently lost employment due to the hospitalization of her child. 

Julian is a 3 year old diagnosed with a brain tumor.  He had surgery to 
remove the tumor and receives chemotherapy.  Julian travels from  
Reading on a weekly basis for chemo and blood labs.  He is frequently 
hospitalized for infection.  Julian lives with his mom who quit work to care 
for him full time.  Phone service is vital to their family. 

Mathias is a 3 year old with complex congenital heart disease.  He had 
open heart surgery and suffered post-operative complications.  He was on 
life support for 2 weeks, had 2 additional surgeries and will need aggres-
sive physical therapy.  His mom was 7 months pregnant at the time & his 
father lost his job while Mathias was on life support.  He now has a part 
time job but the medical expenses have put a financial strain on them.  

Sebastien is a 7 year old diagnosed with stage IV Neuroblastoma.  He had 
a bone marrow transplant and received radiation, but unfortunately he 
has relapsed.  Sebastien goes to the clinic several times per week & needs 
constant home care.  His single mom has had to miss a great deal of time 
from work without pay. 

Trinity is a 7 year old diagnosed with nephritic syndrome, causing severe 
edema, hypertension and growth failure.  She was hospitalized 5 times 
this year and requires dialysis treatments to remove dangerous fluid 
from her body.  She may need a kidney transplant in the future.  Her 
father has chronic medical conditions and her mother just lost her job.  
They desperately need help getting back on their feet. 

Jocelyn is a 10 year old diagnosed with pancreaticblastoma in 2000.  She 
relapsed in 2001 and again in early 2007.  Jocelyn receives NG feeds 
daily.  Her older sister is also a patient at CHOP due to a leg clot from 
many surgeries.  Jocelyn’s mom has had a hard time caring for both girls 
while trying to hold a steady job at the same time. 

Sebastian is a 5 year old with complex medical issues.  He was born with 
Mitochondiral Disorder and Sever Dysautonomia.  He was admitted to 
CHOP for an infection in his broviac line, but has since gone into renal 
failure.  He has been hospitalized 8 times this year.  His mom has used all 
her time off and does not receive her whole salary.   

Family  
Assistance to 

Date 

$876.26 
 

Electric Bill and 
reconnection fee 
paid 11-13-08 

$400.00 
 

Rent Payment 
paid 11-8-08 

$81.31 
 

Wireless Bill 
paid 11-24-08 

$1,100 
 

Rent Payment 
paid 11-24-08 

$176.79 
$254.30 
 

Water & Gas Bills 
paid 11-24-08 

$113.99 
$500 
 

Water Bill 
Car Insurance 
paid 12-1-08 

$500.00 
 

Mortgage  
Payment 
paid 12-1-08 

$88.00 
 

Electric Bill 
paid 12-5-08 
 

Family  
Assistance to 

Date 
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$1,000.00 
 

Mortgage  
Payment 
paid 12-5-08 

$92.20, $11.52 
$172.09 

Electric, Gas & 
Water Bills 
paid 12-17-08 

$350.00 
 

Oil Heat Bill 
paid 12-22-08 

$700.00 
 

Rent Payment 
paid 1-2-09 

$1,500.00 
 

Mortgage  
Payment 
paid 1-23-09 

$307.80, $125.43 
& $101.51 
 
Waste, Water & 
Cable Bills 
paid 2-4-09 

$700.00 
 

Rent Payment 
paid 1-12-09 

Alyssa is a 5 year old with a history of chronic renal failure secondary to 
Thrombotic Microangiopathy related to bone-marrow transplantation and 
irridation therapy.  She was diagnosed with Stage IV neuroblastoma in 
2005 and treated with chemotherapy & Stem Cell Bone Marrow Trans-
plant in 2006.  She received a kidney transplant in 2008 and has since 
been readmitted for complications.  Her parents are struggling to be with 
Alyssa, take care of her brother and work at the same time. 

Nicholas is a 10 year old first diagnosed with Hodgkin’s disease while 
living in Florida and now receiving treatment at CHOP.  He just completed 
several weeks of radiation and receives ongoing chemotherapy treatment. 
His mother recently stopped working to take care of Nicholas and the 
family’s income has dropped significantly. 

Jaise is a 3 year old diagnosed with orbital rhabdomyosarcoma.  After 
completing chemotherapy, another mass was found in her cheekbone.  
She has frequent admissions now for chemotherapy.  Her mother has 
taken a leave of absence without pay to be with Jaise and her father is a 
Philadelphia firefighter. 

Nikos is a 3 year old who was injured in a house fire.  Nikos had no burns 
but had smoke inhalation with second degree burns to his lungs.  He has 
made some progress but continues to be non-verbal, needs a feeding tube 
and is unable to walk.  The family lost everything in the fire.  They just 
leased a new apartment and they are in need of furniture, clothing, etc. 

Celeste is an 11 month old diagnosed with acquired heart disease,  
mycarditis.  She was emergently admitted with acute cardiovascular  
failure, life threatening arrhythmias which required her to go up on life  
support.  Celeste’s single mother is juggling the hectic responsibility of 
tending to her hospitalized daughter while caring for her other child.  
She has a limited support system & has taken an unpaid leave from work.  

Wayne is a 2 year old diagnosed with Hypoplastic Left Heart Syndrome.  
He was admitted in September and had his third open-heart surgery.  He 
had postoperative complications and remains hospitalized due to respira-
tory distress and fluid retention.  Wayne’s parents have been at his bed-
side while also caring for their other child.  His dad had to leave work to 
stay home and provide care for both children.   

Conner is a 16 year old diagnosed with Cystic Fibrosis.  He was admitted 
5 times in 2008 for numerous respiratory lung infections.  Conner goes to 
the CF center every two weeks for antibiotics due to advanced lung  
disease.  He may need a lung transplant in the future.  Conner’s mom died     
a few years ago and his single father works two jobs to try and make 
ends meet, while caring for Conner on his own. 
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